
Overview of the United States 

Reactor Decommissioning 

Program

Congressman Salud Carbajal (D-24)

Public Meeting 

August 29, 2017

Bruce A. Watson, CHP

Chief, Reactor Decommissioning Branch 

Office of Nuclear Material and Safeguards



Reactor Decommissioning

ÅReactor Decommissioning Background

ÅDecommissioning Process (10 CFR 50.82)

ÅDecommissioning Inspection Program

ÅDecommissioning Trust Funds

ÅPower Reactor Decommissioning in California

ÅSummary
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NRC Mission

ÅAs an independent safety regulator, the NRCôs 

mission is to ensure the plant is operated safely 

and radiologically decommissioned and the 

license is terminated.

Present Reactor Decommissioning Status

Å6 power reactors in active decommissioning

Å14 power reactors in long-term storage

Å8 announced; more shutdowns are anticipated
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Reactor Decommissioning Background

Å Current 1997 decommissioning regulations are performance-based 

and risk-informed

Å Extensive decommissioning experience

Å A total of 10 power reactor sites have completed decommissioning:
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Decommissioning Program 

Regulatory Framework

Decommissioning Program

Å Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as 
amended -- statutory authority
Å Integrated Decommissioning 

Program

Å Comprehensive Regulations:
Å Public involvement

Å Environmental review

Å Financial assurance

Å Site characterization

Å Site remediation/Radiological 
clean-up 

Å Final site surveys

Å Regulatory Guidance 

Å Licensing Oversight 

Å Inspection Program

Decommissioning 

Process
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